
Visible Evidence  
 
This messenger was John the Baptist. He was in the wilderness and preached that people 
should be baptized to show that they had turned to God to receive forgiveness for their sins.  5 
All of Judea, including all the people of Jerusalem, went out to see and hear John. And when 
they confessed their sins, he baptized them in the Jordan River.  6 His clothes were woven from 
coarse camel hair, and he wore a leather belt around his waist. For food he ate locusts and 
wild honey.  7 John announced: "Someone is coming soon who is greater than I am-- so much 
greater that I'm not even worthy to stoop down like a slave and untie the straps of his sandals.  
Mark 1:4-7 (NLT)   
 
What is so important about baptism?  

1. Our identity is ___________________________________________________________________________.  
 
One day Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee, and John baptized him in the Jordan River.  10 As 
Jesus came up out of the water, he saw the heavens splitting apart and the Holy Spirit 
descending on him like a dove.  11 And a voice from heaven said, "You are my dearly loved Son, 
and you bring me great joy."  Mark 1:9-11 (NLT)   
 

2. We receive the  __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul traveled through the interior regions until he reached 
Ephesus, on the coast, where he found several believers.  2 "Did you receive the Holy Spirit 
when you believed?" he asked them."No," they replied, "we haven't even heard that there is a 
Holy Spirit."  3 "Then what baptism did you experience?" he asked.And they replied, "The 
baptism of John."  4 Paul said, "John's baptism called for repentance from sin. But John himself 
told the people to believe in the one who would come later, meaning Jesus."  5 As soon as they 
heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  6 Then when Paul laid his hands 
on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in other tongues and prophesied.  Acts 
19:1-6 (NLT)   
 

3. We live ___________________________________________________________________ ________. 
 
All of Judea, including all the people of Jerusalem, went out to see and hear John. And when 
they confessed their sins, he baptized them in the Jordan River. Mark 1:5  (NLT)   
 
But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things!  24 
Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires of their sinful nature to 
his cross and crucified them there.  25 Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit's 
leading in every part of our lives.  26 Let us not become conceited, or provoke one another, or 
be jealous of one another.  Galatians 5:22-26   (NLT)   


